
Early Childhood 
Recommendations Panel
MEET ING NOVEMBER 15 ,  2024



WELCOME

Thank you for serving Kansas children, their families, and our 
state’s early childhood care and education professionals!

This is a remote meeting.
•Today’s meeting materials are posted on the Panel Meetings 

webpage on the Children’s Cabinet site.
•Panel members will clearly identify themselves when they begin 

speaking.
•Panel members can use the “raise hand” feature to show they are 

ready to share. 

https://kschildrenscabinet.org/panel-meetings/
https://kschildrenscabinet.org/panel-meetings/


TODAY’S  AGENDA

• Welcome
• Approval of November Agenda
• Approval of October Meeting Minutes
• Kansans’ Open Forum
• All in For Kansas Kids Strategic Plan Progress Update
• Kansas Legislature 101
• Work Group Reports
• Bright Spots & Upcoming Meetings
• Adjourn (work groups will meet following meeting)



ACT ION I TEMS

Panel members - please clearly identify yourself when 
you begin speaking to make and second a motion.

• Approval of November agenda
• Approval of October minutes



KANSANS’  OPEN FORUM

Kansans are encouraged to submit comments through the 
Kansans’ Open Forum Comment Form by 5:00 p.m. the day 
preceding each meeting to share written comments or to 

sign up to share verbal comments with the Panel during this 
portion of the meeting.

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/74893effb64a4c1da18a65138b837000


All in For Kansas Kids Strategic 
Plan Progress Update
SARA GARDNER,  KU-CPPR



AIFKK Plan Update 

IMPLEMENTAT ION AND MONITORING

• Plan ‘Home’ 
• Alignment with State Agency plans and PDG-funded work
• Your work: 

o What are Actions or Goals that overlap with your work or plans?
o What do you track or monitor? 

• Strategic Plan Monitoring Approach 
• Monitoring format – coming soon!



Kansas Legislature 101
JOHN WILSON,  KANSAS ACT ION FOR CHILDREN



Understanding

The Legislature

Let’s explore the Who, What, When, Where, and 

How of the Kansas Legislature. This section will cover 

the basic legislative process, the structure of the 

legislature, and the makeup of the legislature.

Early Childhood Recommendations Panel
Friday, November 15, 2024



The Kansas Legislature
Where and When?

The Kansas Statehouse in Topeka

Senate House

Legislative Session Timeline 

• Jan: Session begins

• Jan/Feb: Committees hear/work bills

• Feb: Chambers vote on bills

• March: Bills referred to and worked in opposite 

chamber

• April: Conference Committees & legislative break

• April/May: Action by Governor and Veto Session

• May: Session ends



The Kansas Legislature
Who?

Beginning 1/13/25
Kansas House of Representatives

88

Republicans

37

Democrats

63

Pass a Bill

84

Veto Override

Beginning 1/13/25
Kansas Senate

31

Republicans

9

Democrats
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Pass a Bill

27

Veto Override



The Kansas Legislature
Who?
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https://ballotpedia.org/Kansas_State_Legislature
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The Kansas Legislature
Who?
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The Kansas Legislature
Who?

As of 11/14/24
Kansas House of Representatives

Speaker

Appoints 
Committee 

Chairs

Makes 
Committee 

Assignments

Assigns Bills to 
Committees

Majority 
Leader

Determines the 
Calendar for 
Floor Debate

Minority 
Leader

Assistant Minority 
Leader
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The Kansas Legislature
Who?

Typical Committee Structure
(House Child Welfare & Foster Care Shown)

Decides which 
bills are heard 

and voted on in 
committee

Chair Vice Chair Ranking 
Member

Member Member Member Member Member Member Member Member Member Member



The Kansas Legislature
How?

How a Bill Becomes Law (Basically)

Bill 
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Bill Referred 
to 

Committee

Committee 
Hearing on 

Bill
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“Works” Bill

Full Chamber 
“Works” Bill
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Committee 
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Bill

Committee 
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“Works” Bill

Chambers 
Conference 

on Bill

Both 
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Pass Bill

Governor
Acts on Bill

Bill Becomes 
Law



The Kansas Legislature
How?

https://www.kslegislature.org/


The legislative process allows for the public to 

provide input on bills through the testimony. This 

section will cover the basics of providing verbal or 

written testimony.

Preparing for

Bill Testimony



Preparing & Delivering Testimony
The Committee Room

Chair Vice ChairRanking Member



Preparing & Delivering Testimony
The Committee Room

Chair Vice ChairRanking Member
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Governor
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House

Preparing & Delivering Testimony
Things to Know

Formalities & Etiquette Written vs. Verbal Responding to Questions

Think Beyond the Hearing Prepare for Pushback



Meeting with

Lawmakers

Lawmakers are regular people, but it can still be 

intimidating to talk with them. This section will cover 

the basics of how to engage with state lawmakers in 

the Statehouse and beyond.
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Governor

Senate

House

Meeting with Lawmakers
Things to Know

Where Meetings May Happen Time
Constraints

Be Curious
& Kind

Be Helpful Think Beyond the Conversation



john@kac.org



Work Group Reports



WORK GROUPS

Overview

• Family Friendly Workplaces
• Workforce: Exit Interviews
• Workforce: Mental Health Supports
• Workforce: Targeted Journey Recruitment
• System Progress Communications



BR IGHT  AND SPOTS  UPCOMING MEET INGS

**Bright Spots – Panel members are invited to share**

Reminder: Post Meeting Survey
• Look for an email from Lindsay for an opportunity to provide feedback

Upcoming Meetings:
• Early Childhood Recommendations Panel – December 20, 9:00 a.m. 
• Children’s Cabinet and Trust Fund – December 6, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

• Livestream via KCCTF YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8zbWoxBIoqVsL2ol7A5o8g


Adjourn



Stay Up to Date

  All In For Kansas Kids Newsletter

  @KCCTF Twitter

  kansaschildrenscabinet YouTube

https://kschildrenscabinet.org/#signup
https://twitter.com/KCCTF?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8zbWoxBIoqVsL2ol7A5o8g
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