
Early Childhood 
Recommendations Panel
MEET ING MAY 20 ,  2022



WELCOME

Thank you for serving Kansas children, their families, and our state’s 
early childhood care and education professionals!

This is a remote meeting.
•Today’s meeting materials are posted on the Panel Meetings 

webpage on the Children’s Cabinet site.
•Panel members will clearly identify themselves when they begin 

speaking.
• Panel members can use the “raise hand” feature to show they are 

ready to share. 

https://kschildrenscabinet.org/panel-meetings/


TODAY’S  AGENDA – PART  1

• Welcome
• Approval of agenda and April meeting minutes
• Kansans’ Open Forum
• Work Group breakout sessions

• Child Care Recruitment & Retention and Quality and 
Environments

• Family Navigation
• Break



TODAY’S  AGENDA – PART  2

• Work Group reports 
• Child Care Development Fund (CCDF) Overview / 

Engagement Session
• Future Agenda Items/ Bright Spots / Upcoming Meetings
• Adjourn



ACT ION I TEMS

Panel members - please clearly identify yourself when you 
begin speaking to make and second a motion. 

• Approval of Agenda
• Approval of April 15, 2022 Minutes



KANSANS’  OPEN FORUM

Kansans may email Megan Brohaugh 
(mbrohaugh@ksde.org) by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 19 

to share written comments or to sign up to share verbal 
comments with the Panel during this portion of the meeting. 



WORK GROUP INFORMAT ION

• Please join your assigned Work Group – Zoom links were 
sent in advance 

• Quality & Environments Work Group and Child Care 
Recruitment & Retention remains in main meeting room

• Separate Zoom link provided for:
• Family Navigation

• You will return to this main room after our breakout sessions



WORK GROUP REPORTS

Each Work Group will share a 5-minute report 
• Child Care Recruitment & Retention and Quality & 

Environments
• Family Navigation



CCDF Pa nde mi c  Re l i e f  Re s pons e
Re c omme nda t i on’ s  Pa ne l  5 . 20. 2022



DCF Re l i e f  St a f f

Me ga n Smi t h

CCDF Program Support 
Specialist

CCDF Pandemic Relief 
Project Manager

Mi c he l l e  Al l e n

I n t r oduc t i ons



PLACE PHOTO HERE

• CCDF Overview & Background
• Relief Funding Outline & Timeline

(Past, Present, & Future)
• Opportunity to Answer Questions

Goa l s  f or  Toda y



Ba c kgr ound
Chi l d Ca r e  a nd De ve l opme nt  

Funds



Le a d Admi ni s t r a t or

Chi l d  Ca r e  & 
De ve l opme nt  Fund

01.  Pr ovi de  l e a de r s hi p & c oor di na t i on

02.  Pr omot e  f a mi l y e nga ge me nt  & c ons ume r  
e duc a t i on

03.  Pr ovi de  s t a bl e  c hi l d  c a r e f i na nc i a l  
a s s i s t a nc e

04.  Ens ur e  e qua l  a c c e s s  t o  c hi l d  c a r e

05.  Es t a bl i s h s t a nda r ds  t o  e ns ur e  he a l t h  a nd 
s a f e t y

06.  Re c r ui t  a nd r e t a i n  a  qua l i f i e d wor kf or c e

07.  Suppor t  c ont i nuous  qua l i t y  i mpr ove me nt

08.  Ens ur e  gr a nt e e  a c c ount a bi l i t y
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CCDF Admi ni s t r a t or  Re l a t i ons hi ps  a nd Re s pons i bi l i t i e s



Resource & Referral 
Network

Workforce Development

Child Care Assistance

Links to Quality

Kansas Enrichment 
Network

Kansas Quality 
Network

Kansas Child Care 
Licensing

Kansas Early Head Start 
Child Care Partnerships

Infant-Toddler Specialist 
Network

Governor

Kansas Department for 
Children & Families

Kansas Children’s 
Cabinet and Trust Fund

Kansas Department of 
Education

Kansas Department of 
Health & Environment



Re l i e f  Fundi ng
Pa s t ,  Pr e s e nt ,  a nd Fut ur e



“Funds t o offset cost s to oper at e busi ness and l oss of i nco me due to pande mi c.”

Voi c e s  f r om t he  Fi e l d

“Ther e ar e s o ma ny differ ent pl aces we have t o go for i nfor mati on. It woul d be ni ce if 
ever yt hi ng wa s j ust i n one pl ace. ”

“Tr ai ni ngs, s upport, res our ces.”

“ Wai ve licensi ng fees. Hel p st ay open.  Hel p st art-up.”

“Hel p t hose t hat mi ss wor k due to COVI D: bot h fa mili es and e mpl oyees.”



HERO Relief Provider Funding: 
• 8,093 child care programs
• $11,371,411

Sustainability Grants – Round 1:
• 3,171 child care programs
• $43,590,000

Sustainability Grants – Round 2:
• 3,522 child care programs
• $47,560,000

Sustainability Grants – Round 3: Currently available!
• 3,429 child care programs applied in March
• $160,000,000+ total available over 14 months

Child Care Appreciation Bonus: Coming soon!

Di r e c t  Pr ovi de r  Suppor t s



Sus t a i na bi l i t y  Gr a nt s

Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis from 
March 1 – November 30, 2022 

Cur r e nt l y Ava i l a bl e

Funding amounts available for the initial nine months:

• Family/Group child care homes: $1,800 per month
• Other child care programs (centers, preschools, head start, 

school age programs, and drop-in care):
o Licensed capacity 24 or less children: $3,600 per mo.
o Licensed capacity between 25-99 children: $9,000 per mo. 
o Licensed capacity 100+ children: $18,000 per mo.



Child Care Health Consultant Network:
• Impact Grants (Aug. 2020 – Oct. 2021)
• Tiered supports available now through partnership with  

Child Care Aware of Kansas & Kansas Department of 
Health & Environment (KDHE)

Coverage of Background Checks & Licensing Fees:
• Issued directly through KDHE
• Available through September 2023

Improvement on Fingerprinting Access:
• A joint effort between DCF & KDHE

Community Partnerships:
• Local and regional engagement to enable communities to 

plan for and address child care needs
• Community grants to be available soon!

St a r t - up Suppor t s



Program Administration Support:
• Supports available now through Child Care Aware of 

Kansas with over 230 current participants
• Grants and peer learning opportunities

Child Care Quality Improvement & Support: 
• Links to Quality Implementation – Voluntary Quality 

Improvement System
• Shared Services Networks – Opportunity to leverage 

services and needed services
Shared Resource Platform: Coming Soon!

• Online catalogue of templates and resources to support 
child care providers and programs

• Connection to telehealth & teletherapy services

Qua l i t y  I mpr ove me nt  
Suppor t  



Increased Professional Development & Scholarships: 
• Includes In-Service Training, Higher Education, Child 

Development Associate Credential
• Available through Kansas Child Care Training Opportunities

Mental Health Technical Assistance: 
• Available through Infant-Toddler Specialist Network (ITSN)
• Fostering a strong understanding of social-emotional 

development of young children
Supporting Children with Disabilities Technical 
Assistance:

• Available through Infant-Toddler Specialist Network (ITSN)
• Focused on building collaboration for supporting and 

understanding inclusive environments
Workforce Registry: Coming Soon!

Wor kf or c e  Suppor t s



Marketing & Outreach:
• Mammoth Creative Co.
• Sharing information related to child care generally in 

Kansas and relief funded initiatives

Backbone Support:
• Provide administrative and strategic support to the DCF 

Pandemic Relief Program Team

Ge ne r a l  Sys t e ms  
I mpr ove me nt  & Suppor t



Fa mi l y Suppor t s

HERO Relief Program:
• Raised income limit to 250% of the Federal Poverty Level
• Removed family share deduction for essential workers

Family Needs & Preference Study: Coming Soon!
• Help us understand the drivers behind low participation in 

DCF child care assistance.
• Survey of families and child care providers



Ge ne r a l  Subs i dy Cha nge s

Cur r e nt l y Ava i l a bl e

• Raised income limit from 185% to 250% of the Federal 
Poverty Level

• Child care benefits determined using blocks of time based 
on the calculated hours of care needed per month

• Removed the family share deduction for all families with 
income at or below 100% and reduced it for all other 
families

• Increased the maximum rates to the 85th percentile for all 
age groupings



Tha nk you!

St a y c onne c t e d
Fol l ow- up oppor t uni t i e s  

Ne w we bpa ge  a nd f e e dba c k f or m



UPCOMING MEET INGS AND BR IGHT  SPOTS

Future agenda items
**Bright Spots – Panel members are invited to share**
Upcoming Meetings (all via Zoom):

• Children’s Cabinet and Trust Fund meeting – Friday, June 3, 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

• Early Childhood Stakeholders Group meeting – Friday, June 3, 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

• Early Childhood Recommendations Panel,  Friday, June 17, 
9:00-11:30 a.m.   



Adjourn
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