
We received stories from Kansans 
from all walks of life, including:
• Service Providers
• Parents
• Grandparents
• Foster care providers
• Migrant families
• Low-income families
• Rural families
• Youth

*2,468 Total stories

In 2019, Kansas has the opportunity through new federal grant funding to shape our state’s future direc  on for early 
childhood by developing a comprehensive needs assessment and strategic plan. This collabora  ve eff ort invited the 
voices of all Kansans and resulted in an impressive cross-sec  on of nearly 6,000 contributors. As part of this eff ort, 
individuals across the state joined to share their vision for the early childhood care and educa  on (ECCE) system
they want to see in their communi  es.

OUR TOMORROWS STORY COLLECTION
The Our Tomorrows team collected stories from across Kansas asking people to share 
about a  me when their family was thriving or just surviving. Organiza  onal partners and 
ci  zen journalists interviewed and amplifi ed the voices of individuals, prac   oners, and 
other community members to gain insight into the everyday experiences of Kansas families. 
These stories provided context to exis  ng data and fi lled in gaps where data didn’t tell 
the full story. By understanding the successes and the challenges that families experience 
every day, we can explore new ways to foster more of the upli  ing stories and fewer of the 
stories of struggle. Ul  mately, this informa  on will shape how to best strengthen the early 
childhood system in Kansas.

STRENGTHENING KANSAS
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 Bright Spots
• We have an opportunity to amplify what is working 

well in Kansas.

• 39% of statewide stories contained Bright Spots. 

• Stories were coded as a Bright Spot if they 
contained: resilience, hope, posi  ve momentum,
no disruptor, and no unmet needs.

• Families benefi ted from a hopeful approach
and strong support from others to get through 
tough  mes.

 Disruptors
• 65% of statewide stories had a Disruptor present. 

• Most common disruptors were:
Health 33% of the stories focused on health
crisis, health care, or ongoing medical problems

Family separa  on 24% were about family 
separa  on, where families were broken up due to 
divorce, incarcera  on, death of a family member, 
deporta  on, or children removed from the home

New child 13%

Unemployment/job changes 12%

OTHER THEMES THAT EMERGED

 Unheard Voices
• 57% of statewide stories represented o  en

Unheard Voices.

• Most common Unheard Voices were:
Low income working families 33% 

Special healthcare needs 18% 

Single parents 15%

• Other Unheard Voices were families experiencing 
incarcera  on, the foster care system, diagnosed 
emo  onal, behavioral, or developmental condi  ons, 
rural poverty, and language barriers.

 Unmet Needs
• 64% of statewide stories had an Unmet Need 

present.

• 53% were infl uenced by economic circumstances, 
such as food, housing, electricity, and running water.

• Most common Unmet Needs:
Financial 33% 

Basic Needs 20%

Stress/Anxiety/Depression 17%

• Other Unmet Needs include access to childcare, 
paren  ng knowledge, and safety.

BRIGHT SPOT
Kansans feel supported by friends, family, neighbors, 
services, and systems, sugges  ng that thriving is 
associated with feeling supported and not alone.

What we heard from Kansans
UNIVERSAL FINDINGS 

Families have basic needs that are not being met, and that is driving the way they do or do not 
interact with the early childhood system. These experiences diff er greatly across the state.

Funds for this project are provided through the Department of Health and Human Services (HSS), Administration for Children and Families (ACF) Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The Preschool Development Grant Birth through Five 
90TP0016-01-00 ($4,482,305) was awarded to the Kansas State Department of Education (KSDE).  The Kansas Children’s Cabinet and Trust Fund, the Kansas Department for Children and Families, and the Kansas Department of Health 
and Environment are leading this work with KSDE. This information or content and conclusions should not be construed as the offi cial position or policy of, nor should any endorsements be inferred by HHS, ACF, or the U.S. Government.

The Kansas State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities and provides equal access to any group offi cially affi liated with the Boy 
Scouts of America and other designated youth groups. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies: KSDE General Counsel, Offi ce of General Counsel, KSDE, Landon State 
Offi ce Building, 900 SW Jackson, Suite 102, Topeka, KS 66612, (785) 296-3204.
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