
The Kansas Children’s Cabinet and Trust Fund
(Cabinet) recognizes social-emotional skill-building
as a fundamental aspect of healthy development.
Social and emotional health provides a foundation
that underlies all future development, including
children’s ability to create positive relationships and
control their own behavior. (1)

Children develop social and emotional skills through
safe, stable, and nurturing relationships with the
adults in their lives. It is through early relationships
that children develop lasting impressions about the
world around them.(2) An ongoing relationship with
a safe and stable caretaker allows children to learn
how their actions impact others and trust that
others will provide help when needed.

The Cabinet supports offering a variety of programs
that focus on social and emotional development.
Studies show that children struggling with social and
emotional skills will often experience a delay in the
acquisition of early academic skills.(3)

By increasing opportunities to form strong social
and emotional skills prior to entering school, more
children will enter school ready to learn, decreasing
the need for costly additional supports or services.

Parents and other caretakers can support social and
emotional health by providing consistent
expectations and routines, engaging their child in
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Cognitive, emotional, and social capacities are 
inextricably intertwined, and learning, behavior, and both 
physical and mental health are highly interrelated over 
the life course. We can’t have one without the other.
~ Center on the Developing Child, Harvard University

1. Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation. (2002). Set for success:  
Building a strong foundation for school readiness based on the 
social-emotional development of young children.  The Kauffman 
Early Education Exchange, 1(1).  Retrieved from 
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2355477

2. Boyd, J., Barnett, W.S., Bodrova, E., Leong, D.J., & Gomby, D. 
(March 2005). Promoting children’s social and emotional 
development through preschool education. National Institute for 
Early Education Research, Rutgers University. Retrieved from 
http://nieer.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/report7.pdf 

3. California Department of Education. (2017). Social-emotional 
development domain. Retrieved from http://www.cde.ca.gov/
sp/cd/re/itf09socemodev.asp

The Blueprint for Early Childhood recognizes 
the importance of building strong social and 
emotional skills in children.

As part of its Common Measures Initiative, 
programs use several assessment tools that 
support parents and providers in tracking a 
child’s social and emotional development. 

ASQ – 3:  A general developmental screening 
tool that monitors several developmental 
areas, including a child’s personal-social skills.

ASQ:SE: A developmental screening tool that 
focuses on social and emotional behaviors 
such as self-regulation, compliance, affect, and 
interaction with people.

The Devereaux Early Childhood Assessment -
A strengths-based assessment that focuses on 
a child’s attachment skills, self-regulation and 
initiative.



Continue to fund programs that begin supporting a 
child’s social and emotional development in the first 
years of life.

Use developmental screening tools that focus on a 
child’s social and emotional skill set and milestones.

Partner and collaborate across programs to raise public 
awareness around the importance of supporting families 
in fostering their child’s social and emotional 
development.

Prioritize the use of CIF dollars to fund high-quality early 
education and socializing opportunities for ages birth-4.

Support early childhood staff in gaining training and 
experience in strengthening the social and emotional 
skills of the children in their care. 

Measure “school readiness” in terms of both academic 
and social skills 

Develop Requests for Proposals that fund two-
generational approaches that help parents to:

§ Provide safe and positive discipline
§ Create consistent and predictable home 

environments
§ Respond to their child with empathy and 

understanding

§ Manage their own emotions and behaviors
§ Engage their child in nurturing ways
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nurturing and playful activities, and by identifying
and labeling their child’s feelings. Because children
model the adults in their lives, parents can also
support their child by modeling the appropriate and
safe expression of a range of emotion. (4)

High quality childcare settings are another valuable
environment for learning social and emotional

skills.(5) Through these programs, children have the
opportunity to interact with peers while adults
coach them in learning new skills such as expressing
their emotions and resolving conflict.(3) With the
support of loving adults, childcare can also teach
important school readiness skills such as turn-taking,
and successfully engaging in group activities.

Social and Emotional Skills Allow Children to: 

CREATE friendships 
with other children

FOLLOW directions and 
pay attention in school

RESOLVE conflict in 
safe and effective ways

DEVELOP empathy 
for others

ESTABLISH strong 
and rewarding 
relationships

RESIST impulses

EXPRESS strong feelings 
in a safe and effective way

SUSTAIN focus

RECOMMENDATIONS

CARRY OUT challenging 
tasks (such as school work)
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COOPERATE with others 
and follow directions 

HANDLE stress and 
problem solve 

DEVELOP self-awareness 
and self-esteem 


