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Why Does Kansas Need Investments in Early Childhood?
Building a Strong Foundation for Children and Families

Sources: Child Care Aware of Kansas, Kids Count Data Center, The Heckman Equation, U.S. Department of Labor, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Percent of 
Kansas children 

under age 6 
living in

low-income 
families

48

Percent of public 
school students 

in Kansas 
approved for 
the Free and 

Reduced Price 
Lunch Program

50

Percent of
Kansas children 
ages 3-4 from 
low-income 
homes not
 enrolled in 
preschool

60 13

Percent of
elementary 
schools in 

Kansas that 
o�er public 
preschool

50

Percent of
children under 

age 6 
developmentally 

screened in 
a health 

care setting

36

70,615
Number of women and 

children in Kansas 
receiving WIC (Women, 
Infants and Children) 

supplemental
nutrition support

152,120
Number of Kansas 

children under age 6 
who need child care 

because parents work

6
Number of available 

slots in Early Head 
Start programs 

throughout Kansas 
for every 100 eligible 

children

17,684
Average monthly 

enrollment of Kansas 
children in the 

child care subsidy 
program

43
Number of available 
slots in  Head Start 

programs throughout 

Kansas for every

 100 eligible children

Percent of 
Kansas 

children ages
1 to 5 read

to fewer
than 3 days 

per week


